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Thaddeus Stevens

Home & Office
45 & 47 S. Queen St.

Frontispiece-
Thomas F. Woodley s
Stevens biography,1934
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Built circa 1750

1.5 story home.
Lot 134 Hamilton Plan

Stevens adds office
& upper floors
early 1850s




Drastic alterations, 1925

© BUILDING INSPECTOR’S PERMIT

Buiding permit. Contractor A. L. Ranck.
For "apartments" at 45 South Queen Street,
on behalf of owner Albert Zaepfel



South Queen Street
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Other nearby
buildings
suffered from
neglect &
Inappropriate
alterations




NICAS™ U TS TNN
-\.” ), ,\.'l..‘.;l\a-'

'V P RS -

l.:. . ¢ '-ov:

R




RECOMMENDATION: The original facade was heightened to three stories and cased in light
colored brick in the 1920's, However, much of the very basic placement of the openings

and overall proportion of this facade survive. At present, the facade probably will be
maintained as is. Ideally it should be restored to its federal appearance and two

sotry height, as seen in the two above cited old photographs. This would be difficult
but by no means impossible. It may be noted that Steven's historical importance is better
appreciated nationwide then it is in € home town.
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“It may be noted that
Steven s historical
Importance Is better
appreciated
nationwide than It is
in his home town, ”

John J. Snyder,
Historic Preservation Trust
of Lancaster County



Old Town — a neighborhood preservation initiative, 1970s & 80s
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Thaddeus Stevens &
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45-47-49 South Queen St. & 21-23 East Vine St.

1983 - High Real Estate sells these properties to

Lancaster 111, a New Jersey limited partnership



Seeking tax credits or other incentives,

Lancaster 11 conveys conservation easements to

Hictnrir Dracarviatinn Triict afl ancractar Cniintyy
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Bon-Tonind

owntown

to shut doors March 4

Financial losses cited; York chain
plans study on future of building

Paul Bomberger
Intelligencer Journal Staff

As expected, Bon-Ton Stores Inc. of
York confirmed Wednesday that the
Bon-Ton department store in downtown
Lancaster will close March 4 due to
mounting financial losses the past three
years.

Bon-Ton acquired the city retail land-
mark and a second store at Park City
Center in February 1992 from Watt &
Shand Inc. The Shand family had made
the 98-year-old city store a vital part of
the downtown business district

However, the 108,000-square-foot
downtown store has been a white ele-
phant from the day Bon-Ton purchased
it because profits were thin. That was a
shamesince the building is an attractive
structure

The York retailer remodeled and
changed the merchandise mix in the
store toattract more shoppers, but in the
end nothing was enough to gemerate
store profits.

Michael L. Gleim, Bon-Ton’s senior

executive vice president, said theretail-
er kept trying to revive the Lancaster
city store because “we knew how impor-
tant the store was for the community

We wanted to give it our best shot,”
Gleim said, explaining that the compa
ny probably should have considered
closing the store a year ago, but Bon-Ton
decided to change the merchandise one
more time to turn things around. “It
didn’'t work.”

Bon-Ton spent hundreds of thousands
of dollars on physical improvements to
the four-story building and it lost more
than $1 million annually before taxes for
three straight years, he said

Since Bon-Ton purchased the store at
King and Queen streets, store sales
plummeted 46 percent

“Unfortunately, Lancaster is not im-
mune from the trend which has hit so
many citiesover the past 10 years — the
tremendous migration of consumers
and businesses to the suburbs,” said
Bon-Ton Chairman M. Thomas “Tim”
Grumbacher said. “We feel that we,
though the dedication of our people,
have given this store our best efforts, but

Other cities rebounded
after losing big stores

John P. Lines
Intelligencer Journal Staff

Despite the pending loss of its last
major department store, LancasterCi-

also proposed by the mayor as options,
considering the county’s commissioners
were opposed to a locally sponsored
community college. Bon-Ton bought the
former Watt & Shand store in 1992
David B. Schneider. executive direc-

We wanted to give it
our best shot. It
didn’t work.

Michael L. Gleim

Bon-Ton executive

simply could not sustain the losses any
longer.”
The store closing still leaves the York
chain with 69 stores in Pennsyl
New York, Maryland and West Virgi
Bon-Ton officials said they will tr
transfer as many of the city store’s 17:
s as they can to other stores
y who aren’t retained will be
offered job placement assistance and
severance pay and eligible workers will
receive severance pay
The historic building on Penn Square
will not be listed for sale, Gleim said
until a study is completed to identify its
best future uses. Bon-Ton will keep the
lights on inside the building after the
store is closed until work begins to rede-
velop it. The front window display cases

More BON-TON on A-5

Leaders react
with regret,
determination

Alan Walsh
Intelligencer Journal Staff

Lancaster government and




1995- THE HISTORIC CITY OF LANCASTER
A REPORT ON ITS HISTORIC RESOURCES
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plan
eligible for
National
Register of
Historic =Ny Historic Preservation Trust
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Phone: (717) 201-5861

City of Lancaster
Department of Housing and Community Development

June 1995




Hlstorlc Clty of Lancaster View east
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August 1999 Penn Square Partners
$75 million convention center/hotel plan.

Stevens, Kleiss and Smith Buildings at
south end of block not included In plans



Proposed Developments in the City of Lancaster, PA, USA
1) Thaddeus Stevens/Lydia Hamilton Smith Historic Site
2) Lancaster County Convention Center August 1999

. /" o . -
Former Watt & Shand Department Store, ™ s
proposed rehab and new construction as
280-room Marriott Hotel

« 2) Proposed footprint of Convention Center, k.
- _with historic buildings to be retained ,
4 fronting on S. Queen St. and East Vine St. |

/‘.

Historic Montgomery House. Oblender’s: Kleiss Tavern Lydia Hamilton Smith Houses
to be retained & preserved by 1) Stevens/Smith House To be retained in part by
Penn Square Partners To be retained & preserved Convention Center Authority
by Historic Pres. Trust
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December 21, 1999

Mr. James Pickard

Charman

Board of Directors

Lancaster County Convention Center Authonity
Post OfTice Box 1622

Lancaster, PA 17608-1622

Dear Mr. Pickard:
SUBJECT: Penn Square Center Planning, Design and Easement Issues

Thanks to you and everyone involved in efforts to move forward with the reha-
bilitalion of the Watt & Shand Building and the overall Pean Square Center pro-
jecl. As we told the County Commissioners in our letter of support for the holel
tax and the establishment of the Convention Center Authonty, Penn Square Center
is crucial 10 the positive future of the City and the entire County.



Historic Areas of Lancaster City

2000

AN e ==l One of the largest
b= O aBll  districts listed in the
TURT T e National Register

Approximately
13,000 properties
contribute to City’s
historic character




June 2000
Community Design Forum
sponsored by Historic Preservation Trust

Topic:
Convention Center & historic properties

HPT, LCCCA and Penn Square Partners
participate



Over 100 business and civic reps. attend
Donovan Rypkema keynote speaker

Wide support for preserving historic buildings,
Including Thaddeus Stevens home & office



Convention site purchase imminent
Sale final Thursday; early 2001 razing for Queen/Vine buildings

by Bernard Harris
New Era Statf Writer

g-13-60 C-1¥
bhams@inpnews.com

The Lancaster County Convention Center
Authority is locking into its location this week.

Representatives of the authority’s board
are expected to complete the purchase of the
four N.P.A_ Properties buildings at the north-
east corner of South Queen and East Vine
streetson Thursday for $539,900.

The authority earlier closed on the Oblend-
er's furniture store, which continues to oper-

and 21 and 23 E. Vine St. — are virtually
empty, Pickard said. Two tenants, serving as
custodians for the properties, continue to ?ivc
at 23 E. Vine St he said. They will vacate
Thursday, he added.

Pickard said the authority will start the pro-
cess of applying for the permits needed to de-
molish the buildings immediately. He hopes to
start razing the structures by the first of the
year.

The adjacent Oblender’s building, at 37-43
S.Queen St., will alsoberazed, he sald.

EAST VINE STREET

Pickard said empty buildings can attract
;';mdals and squatters and become a target for

ires,

“That becomes our property tomorrow, and
anything negative that happens there reflects
onus,” he toﬁi theother board members

The Oblender’s store will continue to oper-
ate in its longtime home for nearly three
months. Although the authority purchased the
building for $675,000 in July, the store remains
open while its owners search for another loca-

<

SOUTH CHRISTIAN STREET
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A Thaddeus Stevens-Lydia Hamilton Smith Historic Site?

The challenge:
Stevens . -
Smith " "} L \Y
ongressmar Wh 0’7 Lydia Hamilton

Thaddeus Stevens Smith
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‘Stevens in his prime....
Originally published in Historical

Papers and Addresses of the

Lancaster County Historical Society,
37 (1933): 21-35.

THADDEUS STEVENS

‘THE OLD COMMONER’

T

Born April 4, 1792, Danville, Vermont
Teacher, attorney, abolitionist
Pennsylvania House of Representatives
Champion of free public education
Industrialist & newspaper publisher
United States Congress—civil rights leader
Underground Railroad activist

Died August 11, 1868, Washington, D.C.




LYDIA HAMILTON S

Born February 14, 1815
Russell’s Tavern, near Gettysburg

Married Jacob Smith, circa 1835;
Two sons: William & Isaac

Confidante and property manager
for Thaddeus Stevens, 1844-68

Acquired her Lancaster home, 1860
Acquired D.C. boarding house, ¢.1870
Died February 14, 1884, Washington

Buried, St. Saint Mary Cemetery

"...a remarkably intelligent
woman, of generous disposition,
was well and favorably known.’

Obituary, Evening Star, Washington D.C.
14 February 1884.




In the US Congress,
Stevens’ powerful influence
molds the great
civil rights Amendments to
the Constitution, establishing
the Second American
Revolution:

13t 14t 15t



Stevens as Underground Rallroad agent

 Harbored freedom seekers at his
Lancaster home,1840s

 His Caledonia Iron Works a place of
work & refuge for the formerly enslaved

* Paid anti-slavery spies 1840s & 50s

* Archeological dig adds to a solid
hypothesis, 2002-2003




EDUCATION FREE TO ALL.

On his death bed, Stevens says his efforts to
maintain free public education in Pennsylvania
was his greatest accomplishment



Lydia Hamilton Smith B 4 e £ 1

Franklin & Marshal College sudents
1815-1884 at Smith’s Vine Street properties, December, 2003

ﬁ\ L

Property owner in Lancaster, circa 1860
Acquired Stevens’ property in 1871.
Boarding homes In Philadelphia and Washington,
D.C., 1876-1880



She gave extraordinary
care to the ailing
Stevens at the height of
his political power,
1860s

Lydia Hamilton Smith
Portrait by
Charles Bird King, c. 1845



January 2001

Proposes concept plan for
National Historic Landmark

Education & interpretive center
Stevens & Smith as

civil rights leaders &
Underground Railroad activists
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Riddle of the
cisterns

Archeological dig sponsored by Historic Preservation Trust
Rear courtyard, Stevens & Smith House

Led by James Delle, Ph.D. and Mary Ann Levine, Ph.D.



Isterns

iNg Cis

Uncover



Cistern interior

east wall

cember, 2002



An emergency hiding
place to protect

freedom seekers from
bounty hunters in the



Over 10,000 artifacts recovered & stored at F&M College
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Wanted! O.C. Kelly

%200 for erther, of the following describe 1'3
GRO BOYS, who {eft the Camp a{ee ut
Hobbt' 8-bool House, Howerd Disteiel, o

Bunday cvening, 20u: tostants
BEN, & 1zl Bl'wk Boy, eb-ut 20 years -f age.

REWARD will ba pivan (or the ¢ dehve-
ﬁ Usfgoﬁxltimort or Howard Distriet Jail

SAM, atall AMulatio; impediment in speeeh; broth-

or of Ben
OLIVL’.R KELLY. g 2tont, tblc'l set Bnack.abom
5feetT inches hizh. Addrm qu—

bumiet

DR. WAL W. wmxx\

The Baltimore Sun, August 23, 1848



THADDEUS STEVENS
HOME & LAW OFFICE

45-47 SOUTH QUEEN STREET
LANCASTER, PENNSYLVANIA

“Thee has no better friend in the state than
the lawyer...the Hon. Thaddeus Stevens... "

Underground Railroad condictor Daniel Gibbons, Bird-In-Hand, PA,
10 « group of freedon: seekers assisted by Stevens, August, 1848.

Application to National Park Service
Underground Railroad Network to Freedom

Submitted on behalf of

Lancaster County Convention Center Authority
And

LancasterHistory.org
Lancaster Caunty s Histovical Sociely & Fresident James Buchanan's Wheatland
In Partnership with

Pennsylvania Dutch Convention and Visitors Bureau
January 2011

Prepared by Randolph J. Harris, consuliing historian, Lancaster, PA

@ é.‘/l(_uf.lc,. @C?m«a‘.« /4 *%«ﬁgm(




‘ HlS[()l‘]Cdl Stevens Home & Office becomes
t1es proven Site - National Underground Railroad
Network to Freedom

Stevens home was on
1 na’(’/ wround Railroad

NATIONAL
UN DEP\(JP\OUN D RAILROAD

National Park Service as official

Railroad. .
4-% -1l
BY BERNARD HARRIS [ IR
Stafl Wrser

S i Research & documentation supported by
s e LancasterHistory, LCCCA,

hud .sch.l(nmdn
e slaves, who bad run  was a friend to the slave:

April, 2011 Discover lLancaster
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Historic compromise

onvention center to be built around Stevens home; Smith house to be movec

across str

-~

THURSDAY,

NEWERA  JUNE 14, 2001

eet; deal finally ends dispute over controversial downtown site

1

Authority, Historic Trust
forge model compromise

Breathe a sigh of relief: common
sense has prevailed.

The compromise hammered out by
Convention Center and Historic Pres-
ervation Trust leaders to preserve
the homes of Thaddeus Stevens and
Lydia Smith at Queen and Vine
streets represents an enormously sig-
nificant achievement for this com-
munity.

The two groups, along with the Re-
development Authority, have forged
a plan that will restore these two

Those moves go far to assuring that
Lancaster’s new convention center
fits into the mixed colonial and Victo-
rian streetscape that has been and
should continue to be one of the pri-
mary attractions of visitors to our
city.

For bringing the two sides to com-
mon ground, Lancaster owes thanks
to former County Commissioner
Terry L. Kauffman and state Sen.
Gibson Armstrong.

Armstrong has been a guiding light




Late 2001 plan

Removes portions of existing structures
but leaves building front sections intact

: Oblenders

|| Stevens Home
1 8 Kleiss Saloon
1 [ Proposed location §
{ for Smith house &
{ & Christian St.

: \\ Convention
\\ center location

Proposed for
removal

Proposed
for
removal,
pending
further
research &
building
analysis

B i

Existing conditions:
Building sections proposed for removal, or removal pending further study or retention
Prepared by Historic Preservation Trust of Lancaster County, Nov. 2000 - By Randolph Harris

Smith Buildings removal




Rear portions of Stevens & Kleiss Buildings to be removed

Volu

reservmo
nnsylvamd

‘u 7S -t ! ofPrcwnatmn Pennsylvania, Inc Summer

"l"lll.\'!l’l‘llllill Il ll‘isl.' 001

Hhe Annual Listing of the Commonwealth's Most Endangered Historic Pre

Thaddeus Stevens and Lydia Hamilton Smith Houses, Lancaster City
Threat



Support widespread for preservation plans

Was Thaddeus Stevens’ home used as an underground railroad station?

JACKN
BRUBAKER

We have o d g
wecslatoe. Bat we

were e ily i

mw theso people
tved o these events

Randy Harris, execative direcior of
the Historie Preservation Trust of Lao-
caster County, s talking about possible
cotmections Setween wndorground radk
road operatves in Lancaster County be-
foce the O ar aad \be butldiogs &t
South Queen and Vine streets hat e
Wants B make Into 3 national Laadenart

Proof of 3 lokage would strengthen
¢ Cae for preserving six belidags o
e ate. Harris has 0o prood. He does
e soene inlriguing speculatuon

@ Stevens wrote 4o Jodge Jeremiah
Brown in 147 grping hm W tell two
black girls 10 fiee shave catchers het ca
their trail

“There is & regelar chain of ageets
A0S sples of B slavebolders in this and

Stevens wrete
I Bave a spy on the spies and thus ass
certan 1he facts All 3 however,
reenaln socret of we will Jose all

‘

ALARCS W how Dane
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Nathing in (his note suggests Lhat Ste
veis actually sbeltered slaves In A
hodse o the neighboring bome of bis
bouseheeper 3ad  comfidante, Lyda
Smith. The fact that Stevens bad
warned elght sets of slaves in one week,
bowever, sbows dow involved he was in

Accordmg to Gorrecht, Rageh coen-
manacaled with Stevens by way of the
grocery sore of Christepber Dice
Dice’s store wan Junt nocth of Stevens”
bouse. Ustil receatly, St buildeg
boased Obleader’s Furniture Store

Anss Basdi Dice's dasghter, 500 Gor-
rechit that Ravchk often visited ber s
ther's stoce, She believed that because
the spy could net call on Stevens at his
bomne  without rasiag sapicion, he
passed isdormation 19 Steveas through
Dioe at the stere

-

Lydia Smith's sees. Harris belleves
large paet Becagse the coenpans™s {
engine house was “aa old barn &2 the
foot of Thaddow Stevemn' bome
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Stevens' home should be
landmark of national value

Lancastrians should consider (he
proposal to create a historic complex
of buildings surrounding Thaddeus
Stevens' home at Queen and Vine
streets as asubstantial addition tothe
cily'srevilalizationefforts.

The plan to occupy most of that
block with a convention center, at-
tached to a qualily hotel anchored by
the Watt & Shand building, could only
be enhanced by giving visitors some-
thing worth sceing afler they leave
the convention center.

And this would not be just anolher
place to see. As oullined by the His-
toric Preservation Trust of Lancaster
County, a site devoted to telling the
story of Thaddeus Stevens and ydia
Hamilton Smith, developed with
care, could become a major naliomal
altraction.

neatly with the proposal by Lancaster
and York County plariners loestablish
aregional heritage area, Central ele-
ments of the herllage area concept
are orientation centers in Lancaster
and York cities.

The Stevens-Smith proposal also
includes a training center for the hos-
pitality industry and/or students in-
terested In building restoration.
These possibilities should appeal to
those who believe historical sites
should be connected with practical
projects.

All or even a skeleton of the lotal
concept would cost a2 small fortune to
create. The Lancaster County Con-
vention ICemer ‘?‘mom ::{s i:.' :’ﬂl
not pay for any and, In fact, Au-
thorlly officials have said they would
like to raze part or all of the struc-

apparatus™
Id bulld »
could sl

0 designed
Vs around

e Southers
@ Cormar of
w Stvens
wed cover
0 the Civil
+ Koo Sa-
mdgh have
o WA

| Trust has
is slim re
e is. 1f 30,
) settle for
¥ pketng
ngs, ralber
allroad op-

Vernorialis
s s
0 Nevens'
teres. The

socomgdishments of oo of AmMencas
most ardent abolitonsds 90 not require

furiher claboratioe

Southern Markear Haotel
HARRY TOOD, Prop
Setth Quen N Visg N
LANCASTHN, PA

sl osrtmadatiors v e boi
Nl b MO buwd of N

Ths postoard view of the Southern
Markat Motel was pomted aboat
17151810, occoring 0 s owner,
Jm Ward of Kioinfelterswile. Previous
10 s use as a hotel the bulting
housd the Kiaiss Saloon. The struc-
ture is ocated at ™e comer of South
Quoen and Vine streets, noxt 10 Thad-
dous Stevens’ rescence.




August 2001
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Architects
Cooper Carry
incorporate
Stevens & Smith

Historic Site

1nto convention
center plans.




2004-2005

Exhibit hall

accommodates

Stevens & Smith

Buildings, cisterns &4

Penn Square Center Marnott Hotel and Lancaster County

Montgomery Hous @ Convention Center, Lancaster, PA.

Composite Plan-Exhibit Hall Level, 1/10/2005

Cooper Carry Architects, Atlanta, GA. A



January 20006
American History Workshop seminar in NYC

Eric Foner, Columbia
University protessor,
author & preeminent
authority on
Reconstruction

Defines Stevens and Smith as “Founders of the
Second American Republic” ... coalescing of states
into a unified nation in wake of Civil War, ending of
slavery, introduction of equality under the law.
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Site of Lancaster County Convention Center &

Thaddeus Stevens & Lydia Hamilton Smith Historic Site
November 2007

Montgomery
Thaddeus Stevens House and House Watt &

Lydia Smith Law Office Shand
Houses









Phase one completion-

June-October 2009
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LancasterHistory
to run Stevens site

[/A-17-10

M The organization that runs
Wheatland will step in to develop the
Stevens/Smith historic site.

BY BERNARD HARRIS
StaffWriter

For more than a year, the
Stevens/Smith historic site
has been stuck.

It has been that long since
work was completed on the
facades at South Queen and
East Vine streets.

And fundraising for the $9
million museum has strug-
gled to get past the $741,255
owed in construction costs to
the Lancaster County Con-
vention Center Authority.

On Thursday, a unanimous
vote of the authority board
capped months of behind-the-
scenes work and promises to
end the impasse and move
the project forward.

In what
board mem-
ber Sharron
Nelson called
a true “win-
win" for ev-
eryone, LancasterHistory.
org, the organization that op-
erates President James Bu-
chanan’s Wheatland, stepped
in to lease the historic prop-
erties and develop the mu-
seum,

The Historic Preservation
Trust of Lancaster County, the
architectural preservation
organization that worked to
save the properties from the
wrecking ball and developed
the initial museum plans, will

Tom Ryan

Please see STEVENS, page AS

LancasterHistory
assumes lease for
historic properties.



Cathedral of New York

M.E

The Greater Allen A
Queens, New York

2019

Group tout,



Middle School students — School District of T.ancaster—2019



“Preservationists are the only
people in the world who are
invariably confirmed in their
wisdom after the fact.”

Harvard economist John Kenneth Galbraith
(1908-2000)

Quoted by League of Historic American Theatres,
Baltimore, MD, 2006
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THE GREAT COMMONER

Thaddeus Stevens

THADDEUS STEVENS (1792-1868) is today recognized as one of the most powerful

representatives in the United States Congress both during the Civil War and Reconstruction

eras. A businessman with several iron furnaces, he dedicated himself to the law through his

work as an attorney. Pennsylvania legislator, and United States Congressman. As a political

figure, Stevens fought for the aboll

Stevens was burn with a clubfoot, and he faced
diserimination throughout his life. Same historians

beliave his disability allowed hirm P

n of slavery and defended free public education.

Stevens developed his poltical
ouse of Representatives as a member of the

inthe Peninsylvania

other Americans who facad discrimination. Others argue

teven: intoa

slavery after he relecated to Pennsylvania and tied a
lagal case that would change the coursa of his lite,

11815, he moved to York, Pennsylvania where he taught

at York Academy and studicd law. Hz opaned his own

law practice in Gentysburgt he Following year. An 1821

ourt case involving a runavay stave, Rutler v Delapkine,
tranztormed his perspective on slavery, Charity Butler
asserted fraedom for herscif and her children under the
emancipalion laws o 1780 and 1788, Stevens, arguing Lhe
side of the slave owner, contendad that Charity and her
two children did not reside continuously in Pennsylvania for
more than six menths, The court sided witn Stevers and
returned Charily and hee children g enslavemant. Slavens
immesliately regretted his successul argument in the case,
and he began taking action against slavary thereafter,

¥ 1233 and 1242, AS a state
tegislator. ha fought for frae public education and the
bioltion of slavery. Stevens saw public education ds
& guarantor of sozial mobility and strongly supported
the Free Public School Act of 1234 1n the Pennsylvania
Lagislature. Stevens was creditad with halping ta save the

schial system from its upposition, and be later declared

it s his fe’s “crowning util.”

Lanicastrans elected Stavens as their representative ta
the United States Congress as a Whig (1845-1953) and

2 Republican (1459168, Stevens chaired the House
Conniiller anWays and Means during Lhe Civil War. which
allowed him ta be a fivancier of the Union arny. He placed
pressure on President Abraham Lincoln to emancipate.
enslaved pzople, which he did in 1463,

THE WORLDS OF
JAMES BUCHANAN

AND

THADDEUS STEVENS




LANCASTER COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA I

THADDEUS
STEVENS

CIVIL WAR REVOLUTIONARY,
FIGHTER for RACIAL JUSTICE
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Scholars Advisory Committee

*Michael J. Birkner, Ph.D. (Gettysburg College)

*Richard Blackett, Ph.D. (Vanderbilt University)

*Fergus M. Bordewich (Historian and Author)

*Spencer Crew, Ph.D. (Nat'l Museum of African American History and Culture; GMU)
*Randolph Harris (Independent Historian)

*Bernard L. Herman, Ph.D. (UNC Chapel Hill)

*Ross Hetrick (Thaddeus Stevens Society)

*Leroy Hopkins, Ph.D. (Millersville University)

*Mark Kelley (Biographer of Lydia Hamilton Smith)

*Bruce Levine, Ph.D., (University of Illinois)

*Matthew Pinsker, Ph.D. (Dickinson College)

«Julia Rose, Ph.D. (Homewood Museum)

*Louise L. Stevenson, Ph. D. (Franklin & Marshall College)

*Page Talbott, Ph. D., (Drexel University, Independent Museum Consultant)
*Stephanie Townrow, M.A. (University of Delaware; LancasterHistory)

*Max van Balgooy (GWU Corcoran School of the Arts, Independent Consultant)
Kip Van Blarcom, (Lancaster County Planning Department)

Philip D. Zimmerman, Ph. D. (Independent Consultant)
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Now is the appropriate
time to solve the greatest
problem ever submitted

to civilized man.




Values and Characteristics

Abolition

Dialogue

Flexible

Democracy
Leadership

Radical Imagination

T eus Stevens and Lydia Hamilton Smith Center for History and

Justice

Racial Equal

Immersive

Balance

Citizenship

Democracy

Advocacy

Freedom

Social

ity
Discourse

Gender Equality

Transparency




Interpretive Goals

Promote awareness of the advocacy and contributions of
Thaddeus Stevens to 19th-century freedom struggles in the
United States.

Share the story of Lydia Hamilton Smith, a free woman of
color and household manager who was an influential force in
Stevens' life and broke barriers through her entrepreneurial
pursuits and commitment to her community.

Broaden the public’s understanding of movements in the
1800s to abolish slavery, support racial equality, and achieve
full citizenship and democracy in the United States.

Interrogate the legacies of slavery, the Civil War, and
Reconstruction in ongoing struggles to support citizenship
rights, racial equity, and justice for all Americans.

Explore connections between past and present freedom
struggles and inspire visitors with the awareness that
individuals can make a difference.




Major Themes and Primary Topics

US Congressman Thaddeus Stevens, who marshaled
the power of words and transformed the law to support
equality for all, especially in matters of race and education.

Lydia Hamilton Smith, a hardworking and successful
entrepreneur, household manager, abolitionist, and
philanthropist in her own right as well as an essential force
in Thaddeus Stevens’ life.

The many networks of people connected to movements
for freedom in the 18098s, including enslaved people and
freedom seekers, white and Black abolitionists, political
and legal advocates, faith leaders, and supporters of the
Underground Railroad.

The history of slavery and gradual emancipation in
the North, with a particular focus on Lancaster County
and the state of Pennsylvania.

The Underground Railroad—America’s first interracial,
religiously inspired, mass movement of civil disobedience
and political networking, which became a key force in the
abolitionist movement of the 1800s.

The significance of key events connected to Stevens and
Smith, including the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850 and
the Christiana Resistance, that demonstrated
escalating sectional tensions leading up to the Civil War
and the abolition of slavery.

¢ The Civil War and the unfinished revolution of

Reconstruction, particularly emphasizing Stevens’ role
in advocating for funding the Union army and the
enlistment of Black soldiers; abolishing slavery; providing
public education for all; promoting greater access to land
and property ownership; advocating for Black male
suffrage and political representation; and spearheading
the Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth Amendments to
the US Constitution.

The impact of racial violence and terrorism and Jim
Crow segregation laws and customs in eroding many
of Reconstruction’s social, political, and economic gains
for African Americans.

The Southeast neighborhood of Lancaster
surrounding the historic site—then and now.

Business and philanthropy—both Thaddeus Stevens
and Lydia Hamilton Smith pursued lucrative business
ventures and offered generous support of others,
including substantial bequests in their wills.




Stevens was a towering national figure.
And this project will go a good distance
toward restoring Stevens to the place
where he should be as one of the most

compelling and significant American
political men of the 19th century whose
ideas resonate today.

Fergus M. Bordewich, Independent Scholar, 2022



IMLS - MUSEUMS EMPOWERED
GRANT

Inclusive and Accessible Design









e
sy

N
g !
x
-2

3




L
g i

&
iy
i

i Hi

iy i

i

A

e

R

] :@.\ i
Ittt

il
i
il

i
it

A s

A

G

T i

i it .NH i

L
B ] __“_

WHHIANY L..J,

it
i
s.._ i

i
]
]
..... i b
i
{H




For more information

https:/ /www.lancasterhistory.org/about-sschd/




