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Summer, 2009

Thaddeus Stevens 

Home & Office 
45 & 47 S. Queen St.

Frontispiece-

Thomas F. Woodley’s 

Stevens biography,1934



Summer, 2009

Built circa 1750     

1.5 story home.            
Lot 134 Hamilton Plan

Stevens adds office      

& upper floors             

early 1850s



Summer, 2009

Drastic alterations, 1925

Buiding permit. Contractor A. L. Ranck.             

For "apartments" at 45 South Queen Street,          

on behalf of owner Albert Zaepfel



Summer, 2009

Stevens & Smith Site, 1912, updated to 1941
Sanborn Fire Insurance Map
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Summer, 2009

Other nearby 

buildings

suffered from

neglect & 

inappropriate 

alterations 



Summer, 2009

1983



Summer, 2009

“It may be noted that 

Steven’s historical 

importance is better 

appreciated 

nationwide than it is 

in his home town,”

John J. Snyder, 
Historic Preservation Trust

of Lancaster County 



Summer, 2009

Old Town – a neighborhood preservation initiative, 1970s & 80s

Thaddeus Stevens & 

Lydia Hamilton Smith 

Home & Office, 
45 & 47 S. Queen St.



Summer, 2009

1983
1983 - High Real Estate sells these properties to                          

Lancaster III, a New Jersey limited partnership

45-47-49 South Queen St. & 21-23 East Vine St.



Summer, 2009

1983Seeking tax credits or other incentives,                               

Lancaster III conveys conservation easements to                                                   

Historic Preservation Trust of Lancaster County



Summer, 2009

1995



Summer, 2009

1995-

Original town 

plan

eligible for 

National 

Register of

Historic

Places



Summer, 2009

Original 4-sq. mile town plan, circa 1730, largely intact

Historic City of Lancaster – View east



Summer, 2009

August 1999 Penn Square Partners       

$75 million convention center/hotel plan. 

Stevens, Kleiss and Smith Buildings at 

south end of block not included in plans



Summer, 2009

August 1999



Summer, 2009



Summer, 2009

2000
One of the largest 

districts listed in the 

National Register

Approximately 

13,000 properties 

contribute to City’s 

historic character



Summer, 2009

June 2000

Community Design Forum         

sponsored by Historic Preservation Trust

Topic: 

Convention Center & historic properties

HPT,  LCCCA and Penn Square Partners 

participate



Summer, 2009

Over 100 business and civic reps. attend

Donovan Rypkema keynote speaker 

Wide support for preserving historic buildings, 

including Thaddeus Stevens home & office 



Summer, 2009



Summer, 2009



Summer, 2009

A Thaddeus Stevens-Lydia Hamilton Smith Historic Site?

The challenge:

Lydia Hamilton 

Smith

Congressman 

Thaddeus Stevens

Stevens 

& 

Smith 

Who?
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Summer, 2009



Summer, 2009
Historic Preservation Policy, Planning, Programs & Advocacy 

Randolph J. Harris – Neighborhood Preservation/Community Development

In the US Congress,                        

Stevens’ powerful influence 

molds the great                        

civil rights Amendments to 

the Constitution, establishing 

the Second American 

Revolution:

13th 14th 15th



Summer, 2009

• Harbored freedom seekers at his 

Lancaster home,1840s

• His Caledonia Iron Works a place of       

work & refuge for the formerly enslaved

• Paid anti-slavery spies 1840s & 50s

•Archeological dig adds to a solid 

hypothesis, 2002-2003

Stevens as Underground Railroad agent



Summer, 2009
Historic Preservation Policy, Planning, Programs & Advocacy 

Randolph J. Harris – Neighborhood Preservation/Community Development

On his death bed, Stevens says his efforts to 

maintain free public education in Pennsylvania 

was his greatest accomplishment



Summer, 2009
Historic Preservation Policy, Planning, Programs & Advocacy 

Randolph J. Harris – Neighborhood Preservation/Community Development

Lydia Hamilton Smith

1815-1884
Franklin & Marshall College students                                      

at Smith’s Vine Street properties, December, 2003

Property owner in Lancaster, circa 1860

Acquired Stevens’ property in 1871. 

Boarding homes in Philadelphia and Washington, 

D.C., 1876-1880



Summer, 2009

Lydia Hamilton Smith

Portrait by 

Charles Bird King, c. 1845

She gave extraordinary 

care  to the ailing 

Stevens at the height of 

his political power, 

1860s



Summer, 2009

November 2000 & January 2001

Proposes concept plan for 

National Historic Landmark 

Education & interpretive center

Stevens & Smith as                  

civil rights leaders &

Underground Railroad activists

January 2001



Stevens & Smith properties, 1873



Riddle of the 

cisterns

Archeological dig sponsored by Historic Preservation Trust

Rear courtyard, Stevens & Smith House

Led by James Delle, Ph.D. and Mary Ann Levine, Ph.D. 



Late 2002 to 2003 
Initial Site of Archaeological Dig 

Rear Courtyard of Stevens House

Uncovering cisterns



Cistern interior 

east wall

Opened 

December, 2002



An emergency hiding 

place to  protect 

freedom seekers from 

bounty hunters in the 

1850s?



2004 
Stevens dig results

Over 10,000 artifacts recovered & stored at F&M College



Wanted!  O.C. Kelly

The Baltimore Sun, August 23, 1848





April, 2011

Research & documentation supported by 

LancasterHistory, LCCCA, 

Discover Lancaster

Stevens Home & Office becomes 

Site - National Underground Railroad 

Network to Freedom





Late 2001  plan

Removes portions of  existing structures                                            

but leaves building front sections intact

Smith Buildings removal



Rear portions of  Stevens & Kleiss Buildings to be removed



Support widespread for preservation plans



August 2001



2004

Architects                          
Cooper Carry                        
incorporate  

Stevens & Smith 

Historic Site 

into convention 
center plans. 



2004-2005

Exhibit hall 

accommodates

Stevens & Smith

Buildings, cisterns &  

historic    

Montgomery House



January 2006

American History Workshop seminar in NYC

Eric Foner, Columbia 

University professor, 

author &  preeminent 

authority on 

Reconstruction

Defines Stevens and Smith as  “Founders of  the 

Second American Republic” … coalescing of  states 

into a unified nation in wake of  Civil War, ending of  

slavery, introduction of  equality under the law.



1. Swan Hotel, 2. Kleiss Tavern, 3. Thaddeus Stevens House & Law Office 

4.Cisterns

1 2 3
April 4, 2007

4



2007



Site of  Lancaster County Convention Center & 

Thaddeus Stevens & Lydia Hamilton Smith Historic Site
November 2007

Lydia Smith 

Houses

Thaddeus Stevens House and 

Law Office
Watt & 

Shand

Montgomery 

House







Phase one completion-

Convention 

Center, Hotel 

opening

June-October 2009





Montgomery House, 1802, South Queen Street

AWARDS!



LancasterHistory 

assumes lease for 

historic properties.



The Greater Allen A.M.E. Cathedral of  New York

Queens, New York – Group tour, 2019



Middle School students – School District of  Lancaster–2019



“Preservationists are the only 

people in the world who are 

invariably confirmed in their  

wisdom after the fact.” 

Harvard economist John Kenneth Galbraith 

(1908-2006)
Quoted by League of  Historic American Theatres, 

Baltimore, MD, 2006





















150th Anniversary

14th Amendment





•Michael J. Birkner, Ph.D. (Gettysburg College)
•Richard Blackett, Ph.D. (Vanderbilt University) 
•Fergus M. Bordewich (Historian and Author)
•Spencer Crew, Ph.D. (Nat’l Museum of African American History and Culture; GMU)
•Randolph Harris (Independent Historian) 
•Bernard L. Herman, Ph.D. (UNC Chapel Hill)
•Ross Hetrick (Thaddeus Stevens Society)
•Leroy Hopkins, Ph.D. (Millersville University)
•Mark Kelley (Biographer of Lydia Hamilton Smith)
•Bruce Levine, Ph.D., (University of Illinois) 
•Matthew Pinsker, Ph.D. (Dickinson College)
•Julia Rose, Ph.D. (Homewood Museum)
•Louise L. Stevenson, Ph. D. (Franklin & Marshall College)
•Page Talbott, Ph. D., (Drexel University, Independent Museum Consultant)
•Stephanie Townrow, M.A. (University of Delaware; LancasterHistory)
•Max van Balgooy (GWU Corcoran School of the Arts, Independent Consultant)
•Kip Van Blarcom, (Lancaster County Planning Department)
•Philip D. Zimmerman, Ph. D. (Independent Consultant)

Scholars Advisory Committee
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Thaddeus Stevens & Lydia Hamilton Smith Center for History and Democracy



For more information

https://www.lancasterhistory.org/about-sschd/


